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US–Russia Relations in the Second Obama Administration 

Author- Angela Stent 

Abstract- 

The US–Russian relationship is a limited partnership where cooperation and competition 

co-exist. The new administration will work to maintain the post-reset status quo over the 

next four years. 

 

Turkish–Iranian Competition after the Arab Spring 

Author- Henri J. Barkey 

Abstract- 

Turkey and Iran are on opposite sides of a bloody civil war in Syria. But competition is 

not novel to these countries, and the intensity of their current rivalry may be exaggerated. 
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The international peacebuilding paradox 
 

Author- Devon Curtis 

Abstract- 

At first glance, Burundi represents a successful negotiated transition to 
peaceful governance through power sharing, and a justification for regional 
and international peacebuilders' involvement. It is undeniable that Burundi is 

safer than it was a decade or two ago. Most notably, while Burundi was once 
known for its ethnic divisions and antagonism, today ethnicity is no longer 

the most salient feature around which conflict is generated. Nevertheless, 



this article argues that the Burundian experience illuminates international 
peacebuilding contradictions.  

 
 

Negotiating China: Reinserting African agency into China–Africa relations 
 

Author- Giles Mohan 

Abstract- 

 

Most analyses of China's renewed engagement with Africa treat China as the 
driving force, and little recognition is given to the role of African agency, 

especially beyond the level of state elites. This article investigates the extent 
of African agency in engagements with China and argues that at various 
levels African actors have negotiated, shaped, and even driven Chinese 

engagements in important ways. Suggesting a theoretical framework that 
captures agency both within and beyond the state, the article provides an 

empirical analysis of African agency first by showing how elements of the 
Angolan state created a hybrid set of institutions to broker Chinese 
investment projects, and second by discussing how African social actors have 

influenced and derived benefits from the activities of Chinese migrants in 
Ghana and Nigeria. 
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Terrorist Decision Making and the Deterrence Problem 

Author- Gregory D. Miller 

Abstract- 

An ongoing debate among policymakers and terrorism scholars concerns the 

effectiveness of deterrence as a counterterrorism tool. Absent from the debate is a 

discussion of the complex nature of terrorist decision making. Decisions are made at 

varying levels in a terrorist organization, often by actors having different motives, 

resulting in behavior that is not always fully rational. This article identifies several 

circumstances when terrorist behavior is not the product of an entirely unitary, rational 

decision-making process, and therefore highlights when deterrence policies will be least 

effective.  



 

Defeated by Popular Demand: Public Support and Counterterrorism in Three 
Western Democracies, 1963–1998 

 Author- Bart Schuurman 

Abstract- 

Acquiring and maintaining public support is frequently cited as an important requirement for 

governments fighting non-state actors. But how exactly can public support influence the course of 

counterterrorism campaigns and thereby contribute to an escalation or de-escalation of violence? 

This article argues that public support can provide a mandate for action but that it can also set 

boundaries for the measures governments and their non-state adversaries can legitimately use. 

Fluctuations in the quantity and quality of public support for either side can expand or contract 

these boundaries, potentially instigating marked changes in conflict-related violence levels and 

affecting the efficacy of government countermeasures. 
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The democracy tradition in US foreign policy and the Obama presidency 

Author- NICOLAS BOUCHET 

Abstract- 

This article proposes a three-level analysis of the democracy tradition in American foreign policy 

that identifies its ideational, strategic and policy dimensions and situates Barack Obama's 

presidency to date within it at each level. At the heart of this approach is the understanding that 

the motivations and practice of the United States' democracy promotion are shaped by its ideas 

about national identity, political order, national interest and international relations. This is the 

ideational source of the democracy tradition, which, as US power has grown, has led increasingly 

to decision-makers setting strategic goals that include democratization abroad as a facilitator of 

other US goals. Only slowly has this led to the development of specific policies to that end, 

though, and democracy promotion as a discrete policy field mostly developed from the 1980s 

onwards. Democracy promotion went through a ‘boom’ after the end of the Cold War as the 

United States enjoyed unparalleled power on the international stage. It is clear that Barack Obama 

and his administration belong firmly in the democracy tradition at the ideational, strategic and 



policy level, and they have given no cause to expect any major change in his second term as far as 

democracy promotion is concerned. It is in any case a mistake to think that changes in the 

democracy tradition come from particular leaders; rather, it is the changing international 

environment confronting US foreign policy that is more likely, in the longer term, to lead to a 

shift away from democracy promotion. 

Greece: the persistence of political terrorism 

Author- GEORGE KASSIMERIS 

Abstract- 

Greece has one of the most sustained problems of political terrorism anywhere in the world. From 

the mid-1970s to the present, the country's political and socioeconomic institutions have been 

confronted by systematic terrorist violence mainly at the hands of revolutionary guerrilla groups. 

The long story of Greek terrorism was thought to have ended in the summer of 2002 with the 

collapse of the country's premier terrorist group and one of Europe's longest-running gangs, the 

notorious Revolutionary Organization 17 November (17N). 17N's dismantling and imprisonment, 

rather than demoralizing and emasculating the country's armed struggle movement, led instead to 

the emergence of new urban guerrilla groups and an increase and intensification of revolutionary 

violence. In consequence, the article places Greek extremist violence in a broader political and 

cultural perspective and explains why it has become a permanent fixture of national public life. 
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Proposed Constitutional Reform in New Zealand 

Author- Noel Cox 

Abstract- 

This article addresses the question of possible constitutional reform, specifically in the New 

Zealand context, but also more generally. In any process of constitutional reform, an 

understanding of how the existing system works and how it came into being is important. It is 

also important to ask just what is meant by national identity, and how far this can be reflected in 

the existing system of government. This should be addressed before any detailed consideration of 



parts of the governmental structure, and then be permitted to inform the discourse and influence 

the development of proposals for change. Public opinion is of paramount importance, and indeed 

it may be questioned whether significant constitutional reform proposed by politicians rather than 

resulting from popular demand has legitimacy; but public opinion and direct or representative 

democracy alone is not necessarily sufficient. 

 

A Queer Convergence: An Examination of Same-sex Union Policies in Canada and 
Australia 

Author- Sophia Müller 

Abstract- 

Canada and Australia, as Westminster parliamentary federal systems, share many institutional 

similarities. However, there are key divergences in the exercise of institutional practices within 

their judiciaries and legislatures. In spite of these divergences, there has been a policy 

convergence in the area of same-sex unions. The causes of this convergence are twofold: first, the 

institutional arrangements under federalism provided the mechanisms for addressing same-sex 

unions; and second, it was the constituent units that utilised these institutional mechanisms in 

order to pursue the recognition of same-sex unions. Both the constituent units within Canada and 

Australia generated an ‘upward’ pressure on their respective federal governments (specifically the 

legislatures) to address the question of same-sex marriage. 
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Israel's policy towards its Arab minority, 1947–1950 

Author- Yoav Gelber 

Abstract- 

In the absence of preconceived strategies – despite several pre-state attempts to prepare 

blueprints for tackling the Arab problem – Israel's early Arab policy was shaped in a 

process of trial and error, fluctuating between ideological aspirations and good intentions 

(or wishful thinking) and the needs on the ground: the 1948 war and its consequences, the 

wide-open borders and regular infiltration, and the fear of a second comprehensive war 

with the Arab states. 

Israel and the Northern Branch of the Islamic Movement 

Author- Eyal Pascovich 



Abstract- 

The Israeli Islamic Movement's Northern Branch and its leader Sheikh Ra'id Salah pose a 

complex and multi-dimensional challenge for the State of Israel: political, national, 

socioeconomic and religious. Its most prominent manifestation is the movement's striving 

for separatism and open defiance of Israel's Jewish character. The government has sought 

– with limited success – to draw ‘red lines’ for the movement and its leaders and its 

occasional threats of harsher measures, including outlawing the movement, have failed to 

achieve the desired result. 
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Dialectics of a global constitution 

Author- Michael W. Doyle 

Abstract- 

As a decentralized legal order, the international system arguably has no single 

constitution, but the closest candidate to a constitution that it does have is the UN 

Charter. Thus it is worth exploring how constitutional the Charter is in theory and 

practice. Sixty-plus years into its evolution we can see two dominant features. First, its 

key constitutional elements are: supranationality in its various forms; inequality; and, 

like all constitutions, an ‘invitation to struggle’ that leads to inevitable pushback from 

states when UN authority expands. Second, unlike in many domestic constitutions, the 

pushback more than holds its own. The UN has neither integrated its parts nor 

centralized authority. To illustrate those points, I start with a comparison of the UN 

Charter to both capital ‘C’ domestic constitutions and to ordinary treaties. I then 

address with a broad brush the main features of the UN’s supranationality and 

inequality.  

At the Papini hotel: On pragmatism in the study of international relations 

Author- Ulrich Franke 

Abstract- 

Pragmatism is ever more popular amongst those who study international relations. Its 

emphasis on practice is generally acknowledged as a defining characteristic. There is, 



however, a general tension within pragmatist thought concerning practice, for 

pragmatism may emphasize the theorizing of practice. It is, then, distinguished from 

other theories in International Relations (IR) such as neo-realism or constructivism as a 

contender in their midst. We delineate a pragmatist theory of IR in the first part of this 

article, but insist on going beyond merely establishing the next paradigm, for 

pragmatism may also emphasize the practice of theorizing. Theories are, then, 

considered different tools useful for dealing with the social world.  
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The Representation of Mikhail Gorbachev in the Twenty-first Century Russian 
Media 

Author- Lea Siilin 

Abstract- 

The aim of this study is to investigate the representation of Mikhail Gorbachev in 

contemporary Russian media discourse. Attention is paid to Gorbachev's social roles and 

activities as well as his personality, as presented in Russian news texts. The empirical 

data were collected over the period from 2000 to 2009 from seven major Russian 

newspapers. According to these data, a dual relationship to Gorbachev exists: in the West 

he is an honoured politician with a high profile, whereas in Russia the attitude towards 

him is ambivalent. In most texts he is represented as a once important political actor. 

Political Symbolism and the Fall of the USSR 

Author- Graeme Gill 

Abstract- 

When Gorbachev came to power he inherited not simply a system in crisis, but a structure of 

symbols that was embedded within the broader political system and which was also in crisis. 

Given the ideocratic nature of the Soviet system, any change to that system would require 

symbolic change as well. This essay charts how Gorbachev sought to come to grips with this 

problem, investing some symbols with new meaning while rejecting others. It shows how 

ultimately he was unable to produce a new, coherent narrative. 
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The Political Economy of British Social Democracy after New Labour 

Author- Chris Rogers 

Abstract- 

This section examines the reasons why New Labour's political economy failed to insulate 

Britain from the recent economic crisis, and what the basis for building sustainable social 

democracy in the UK might be moving forward. 

 

Labour after New Labour: Escaping the Debt 

Author- David Coates 

Abstract- 

Overcoming the limits of the New Labour project requires both a re-examination of its 

strengths and weaknesses relative to those of Old Labour, and a serious reflection on the 

content of the Miliband–Poulantzas debate that established the international reputation of 

the present leader's father. From both sources, it is clear that this generation of Labour 

leaders need to turn party policy deliberately leftwards again, and to engage in a 

progressive hegemonic campaign in support of that shift prior to the next election. For 

only if Labour returns to office with an electoral base mobilised to support a fundamental 

resetting of power can the party ever hope to escape the ‘dull logic of Labourism’ so 

criticised by Ralph Miliband and his academic followers. The thesis of this article is that 

now is the time for one generation of a famous Labour family to disprove the pessimistic 

thesis of its earlier generation. 
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Visualizing International Relations 

Author- Safia Swimelar 



Abstract- 

Much has been written in the last decade on using film as a pedagogical tool in the classroom and 

specifically in the teaching and learning of international relations (IR). Instructors assert that film 

has numerous beneficial effects in terms of student interest, engagement, conceptual 

understanding, and class performance. This article builds upon the existing literature and fills a 

gap by presenting and analyzing the empirical findings of recent classroom research on the 

usefulness of five films for student engagement, understanding, and interpretation of various IR 

topics (IR theory, media and war, and human rights). The data and their analysis reveal that film 

can potentially be a powerful and dramatic medium to aid student learning of IR, but the results 

are mixed. Students' written work also demonstrates that film's value can be overrated and that 

film can be superficial and confusing. This research sheds light on how we can better use film in 

the international studies classroom beyond its entertainment and illustrative value. 

Global Climate Change and Local Action: Understanding the Connecticut Policy 

Trajectory 

Author- Mark A. Boyer 

Abstract- 

Climate change is the signature global issue of our time. This is not just because of climate 

change itself, but also because of the host of socioeconomic and physical impacts that will result 

from rising temperatures globally. But fundamentally for scholars of international relations, 

climate change confronts the policy limitations of sovereignty and its implications for global 

action directly. Because of the lack of effective global and even national climate change policy 

action, policy initiatives to confront climate change must focus on levels below the global, even 

though economic models suggest that global policy provision might be the most efficient way to 

target the implications of climate change. Thus, this study centers on the complexity of climate 

change policymaking by focusing attention on the evolution of climate change policy action in 

the New England region, the State of Connecticut, and its municipalities. 
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The Militarization of U.S. Foreign Policy 

Author- Karl W. Eikenberry 



Abstract- 

This article draws from the annual lecture in “U.S. Security in the 21st Century Series,” 

sponsored by the National Committee on American Foreign Policy; it was delivered by 

the author on September 27, 2012, in New York City. It explores the U.S. military's role 

in the making of American foreign policy by examining the degree of influence, 

identifying reasons why policy formulation may be imbalanced, and speculating on 

possible long-term consequences of excessive reliance on military power. Central to the 

arguments presented is the erosion of appropriate levels of executive, congressional, and 

media oversight of the American armed forces. 

Russian Information Warfare as Domestic Counterinsurgency 

Author- Stephen Blank 

Abstract- 

Although information warfare (IW) and information operations (IO) have become 

ubiquitous global phenomena, not everyone views them in the same way. Whereas the 

United States and many other advanced powers see these new strategic capabilities as 

useful mainly to disrupt enemies’ physical infrastructure and military command and 

control, Russia, because of its historical experience and the legacy of Soviet thinking, 

sees IW and IO in an additional light. While not denigrating their usefulness for the 

aforementioned purposes, Russian thinkers see IW and IO as a new means to conduct 

large-scale political warfare to reshape the thinking of an entire political community. 

Indeed, Moscow has followed this approach in its information strategy—in the war in 

Chechnya after 1999 and more recently at home to suppress movements for reform. This 

article argues that, for Russia, information weapons and operations are a means to wage 

an information war whose defining feature is that they are used to wage a domestic 

counterinsurgency. 
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The Politics of Intelligence and the Politicization of Intelligence: The American 
Experience 

 

Author- Glenn Hastedt 

Abstract- 



The relationship between intelligence analysis and policy decisions is a contentious one 

with both policymakers and intelligence analysts frequently expressing frustration over 

its underlying dynamics and with each faulting the behavior of the other. This article 

examines one aspect of this relationship, the manner in which intelligence analysis can 

become politicized. Rather than view politicization as an aberration it is treated here as a 

normal feature of intelligence analysis. A typology of politicization organized around the 

concepts of hard and soft politicization is presented and illustrated with historical 

examples from the American experience with intelligence analysis. 

 

Rethinking Analytic Politicization 

Author- Stephen Marrin 

Abstract- 

Politicization as a term used in intelligence studies is poorly defined, conceptualized and 

operationalized. Despite the negative connotations associated with the word politicization 

that equate it with a form of corruption, it is not entirely clear what it is a corruption of. 

In short, the concept of politicization is for the most part analytically useless. This article 

critiques the existing status quo conceptualization for being overly broad and 

insufficiently nuanced, explores the nature of analytic politicization as a subset of 

politicization writ large, and replaces it with a narrower conceptualization that explains 

what makes analytic politicization bad and deserving of condemnation. Based on this 

evaluation, one can conclude that much of what is considered to be politicization in a 

corrupted sense is really just a naturally-occurring consequence of analysis and 

interpretation in a policy or political context. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


