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Chinese Views on China's Role in International Development Assistance  

Author- Varrall, Merriden 

Abstract- 

 

China's increasing role as a provider of overseas aid is the subject of considerable debate both 

within and outside of China. However, despite research activity examining how Chinese aid is 

materialized, very little is actually known about why Chinese aid projects are developed or 

implemented the way they are. Although recent indications suggest the Chinese government is 

increasingly willing to be more open about overseas aid, for example, the release of the first 

White Paper on Foreign Aid in 2011, external observers remain largely unaware of the values, 

goals and motivations behind Chinese aid projects. Alongside this lack of information, non-

Chinese analyses tend to be founded on a Realist approach to understanding international 

relations in which a “rising power“ such as China automatically constitutes a threat to existing 

power relations. As a result, many scholars conclude that China's aid is part of a strategic quest to 

further its own geopolitical ends. This paper provides insights into the contentious topic of the 

drivers behind Chinese overseas development assistance. It finds that Chinese elites in the 

international development sphere do not share the views prevalent in Western international 

relations discourse about the international system and China's role within it.  

 

 

Crude 'Oil Mercantilism'? Chinese Oil Engagement in Kazakhstan  

Author- McCarthy, Joseph 

Abstract- 

 

In 1991, the state-owned China National Petroleum Corporation (CNPC) commenced the first 

Chinese national oil company equity oil investment overseas when it invested in a UN-sponsored 

oil sands project in Canada. Since then, the CNPC and the other Chinese national oil companies 

(Sinopec and the CNOOC) have steadily increased their equity oil investments in developing 

nations, sometimes with the assistance of various Chinese party and government organs. Viewed 

in the context of China's burgeoning oil consumption and plateauing oil production, these 

investments have led to accusations by Western analysts and policy makers that China is 

engaging in “mercantilism“ by “locking up“ oil supplies from vulnerable developing nations to 

assuage their mounting energy-security woes. 
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Fighting Salafi-Jihadist Insurgencies 

Author- Daniel Byman 

Abstract- 

How do jihadist insurgencies differ from non-jihadist ones? Jihadist insurgents, like all 

insurgents, seek to control the government, need money and weapons, and thrive where 

government is weak. Yet their cause—jihad at local, regional, and global levels—gives 

them instant friends and resources, but also built-in enemies and burdens. Jihadist 

insurgents often organize, recruit, and fund-raise differently than traditional insurgent 

groups. The agendas of these militant groups often go against the local residents' sense of 

nationalism and anger these communities with their extreme interpretations of Islam. To 

take advantage of this, the United States can amplify local voices that are best able to 

discredit these insurgents and press allied regimes to disrupt the mosques, schools, and 

fund-raising networks that help support them. However, Washington should also 

recognize that weakening these groups at the local level may make them more likely to 

embrace international terrorism. Allied efforts to co-opt jihadists may make area societies 

and governments less favorable to other U.S. policies. Finally, failed democratization—a 

particularly salient issue given the Arab Spring—risks playing into the jihadist narrative. 

 

Al Qaeda's Sharia Crisis: Sayyid Imam and the Jurisprudence of Lawful Military Jihad  

Author- Paul Kamolnick 

Abstract- 

Militant Islamist Sayyid Imam's legal critique of Al Qaeda's anti-U.S. mass casualty 

terrorism holds great potential utility for counterterrorist messaging strategy. In this 

article, a jihad–realist Islamist theological–jurisprudential methodology is first defended 

as the means most productive for delegitimizing Al Qaeda among high value, religiously 

motivated recruits. Second, Sayyid Imam's specific allegations and detailed Sharia proofs 

against Al Qaeda are presented. Finally, implications are drawn for U.S. counterterrorist 

messaging focusing especially on the utility of wielding this theological–juridical 

approach as compared to other “counternarrative” approaches, and the vital need to 

accurately characterize Islamism and its relation to terrorism. 
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The Egyptian Army and Egypt's ‘Spring’ 

Author- Hillel Frisch 

Abstract- 

 

After Mubarak's ouster, the Egyptian senior command had assumed a guardian role 

similar to the former Turkish model despite a shoddy performance in maintaining public 

order and the questionable loyalty of the lower ranked officers and the ordinary soldiers. 

Its relative success in managing the transition was due to the willingness of the Muslim 

Brotherhood and the Salafists to negotiate as stakeholders in the system rather than to 

battle in the streets against the Army. The Muslim Brotherhood's strategy worked. In 

August 2012, recently elected President Morsi subordinated the military by removing the 

veteran Minister of Defense, the Chief-of-Staff, and other key officers. The military 

caved in without a whimper. 

Sectarianism and Coup-Proofing Strategies in Bahrain 

Author- Laurence Louër 

Abstract- 

The Bahraini security forces fulfilled their task of defending the regime without any 

qualms during the uprising that occurred in February and March 2011. The regime's 

coup-proofing strategy has been efficient. It is notably based on the exclusion of the 

Shias from the security apparatus in a country where the ruling dynasty comes from the 

Sunni minority and where the opposition is dominated by Shia Islamic movements. 

However, the recruitment pattern of the Bahraini security forces also results from the 

general civil-military relations characteristic of all the Gulf states. The increasingly tense 

factionalism inside the regime is likely to have an impact on the security forces. 
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China’s Ambitions, America’s Interests, Taiwan’s Destiny, and Asia’s Future 

Author- Edward Friedman 



Abstract- 

For international relations realists, the rise of a world power changes the global 

distribution of power. By so doing, it redefines national interests and compels 

governments to rethink old policies that suddenly do not make sense. Given the rise of 

China, it is not surprising that some American analysts suggest a change in U.S. policy 

toward Taiwan ending U.S. arms sales. This article weighs the arguments for and against 

that policy change in the context of China’s awesome rise and of American interests in 

the Asia-Pacific region. 

Northeast Asia’s Aging Population and Regional Security 

Author- Seongho Sheen 

Abstract- 

Fast aging in Northeast Asia has significant implications for the geopolitics and security 

dynamics of the region. The long-term impact of graying populations and substantial 

increases in social security spending might limit the regional arms race. By 2030, Japan, 

South Korea, and China will become too old for military rivalry. 
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Non-State Armed Groups and Stability 

Author- Sukanya Podder 

Abstract- 

Events such as the Arab Spring in Tunisia, Egypt, Libya, and Syria have created an 

urgent need for the international community to engage with a range of armed groups 

during and after conflict. This engagement extends beyond humanitarian, conflict 

resolution and counter-terrorism ends to issues of democratization and political transition 

of such groups in legitimate, stable, and inclusive governments. This article underlines 

the need to reconsider post-counter-terrorism engagement styles, which frame non-state 

armed groups (NSAGs) exclusively as spoilers, and stresses opportunities for state-

building partnership that certain NSAGs offer. Towards this end, this article emphasizes 

the importance of distinguishing between different types of NSAGs, based on their 

sources of legitimacy, resources, reliability, and partnering potential. It concludes with 

four entry points that promise a strong basis for incorporating ‘legitimacy, inclusion, and 

resource’ considerations into the planning and implementation of future state-building 

efforts. 



Cooperative Ballistic Missile Defence for America, China, and Russia 

Author- Reuben Steff 

Abstract- 

Consensus amongst great powers on ballistic missile defence (BMD) may be the only 

way to ensure it does not undermine international security. This article applies defensive 

realism to explain the destabilizing effect of America's unilateral deployment of BMD. 

Under defensive realism, states opting for offensive strategies are punished, cooperation 

and reconciliation becoming more logical strategic options. The reversal of previous 

American policy under the Anti-Ballistic Missile (ABM) Treaty created a new security 

dilemma with China and Russia. Beijing and Moscow are not opposed to BMD in 

principle, though, and defensive realism provides a basis for improving relations, 

stressing joint deployment of BMD as the basis for a new paradigm of strategic relations. 

Defensive realism supports the conclusion that consensus amongst great powers on BMD 

is essential to strategic stability. It shows that the most likely alternative is worsening 

strategic action-reaction dynamics with unpredictable consequences.  
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Debt, Uneven Development and Capitalist Crisis in South Africa 

Author- Patrick Bond 

Abstract- 

 

The power, vulnerability and destructiveness of financial markets are out of control in 

South Africa, now among the most unequal, economically volatile and protest-intensive 

countries worldwide. While debt made itself felt in many sites, of interest in both 

criticising and promoting solutions is the ‘scale jumping’ required from South Africa’s 

national insertion into the world financial system, entailing the Reserve Bank setting very 

high interest rates, in turn leading to unpayable levels of consumer debt, and at a time 

when microfinance is suddenly discredited as a development strategy. Macro- and micro-

financial problems fused in the course of the Marikana Massacre of August 2012, 

reflecting the local and global powers of the Moody’s rating agency and ‘mashonisa’ loan 

sharks.  

 

 

 



Liquid Debts: credit, groundwater and the social ecology of agrarian distress in Andhra 

Pradesh, India 

Author- Marcus Taylor 

Abstract- 

This paper uses an approach grounded in political ecology and political economy to 

explain the social and ecological foundations of groundwater overexploitation and 

agrarian distress within semi-arid Andhra Pradesh It emphasises how relations of 

credit/debt have become intertwined with the tenuous social and ecological foundations 

of smallholder production to create a new dynamic of vulnerability across the agrarian 

environment. It thereby links cycles of groundwater depletion to the debt-driven survival 

strategies of India’s small and marginal farmers within a context of dramatic changes in 

Indian agrarian social relations over the past three decades. In so doing, it critiques 

established perspectives that portray the trend towards acute groundwater 

overexploitation as stemming from inadequate regulation or information deficits among 

rural producers. Ultimately it argues that groundwater overexploitation represents a 

common tragedy of debt-driven livelihoods within an austere agrarian environment. 
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Migration, Energy and Good Governance in the EU's Eastern Neighbourhood 

Author- Tanja A. Börzel 

Abstract- 

The literature on European Union enlargement has identified misfit and membership 

conditionality as two factors that decisively shape the effectiveness of EU policy transfer 

to the Central and Eastern European accession countries. Thus, European neighbourhood 

countries would seem to be less likely cases of EU-induced policy change. Yet, rather 

than inertia or resistance, we find that European neighbourhood countries comply with 

some but not with other EU policies. Our essay investigates such policy-specific variation 

in the compliance patterns of Georgia and Armenia that give rise to differential policy 

change. Comparing the fight against corruption, migration and energy policy, we argue 

that policy-specific conditionality and preferential fit are the main factors accounting for 

the EU's differential policy impact in European neighbourhood countries. 

 



Sub-National Elections in Russia 

 

Author- Petr Panov 

Abstract- 

This study examines the support for United Russia in 43 regional assembly elections 

which were conducted over the period from March 2008 to March 2011. In contrast to 

previous studies, which have tended to focus on the overall results of regional elections 

or just on the party-list votes, it provides a quantitative analysis of the votes for United 

Russia in the plural single member district contests. By widening the traditional focus on 

the aggregate results and party-list voting the study brings to light important variations in 

the patterns of United Russia's electoral domination of regional assemblies. The specific 

form of United Russia's domination depends on the configuration of regional elites and 

their strategies. Social and economic features of the regions have little impact on the 

degree and modes of United Russia's electoral domination, but influence the ability of 

regional leaders to ensure electoral mobilisation in the regions and this is more significant 

the higher the level of the election. 
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Syria's Collapse 

Author- Andrew J. Tabler  

Abstract- 

To stop Syria’s meltdown and contain its mushrooming threats, the United States should 

launch a partial military intervention aimed at pushing all sides to the negotiating table. 

 

Cuba After Communism  

 

Author -Julia E. Sweig  

Abstract- 

Cuba has entered a new era of economic reform that defies easy comparison to post-

Communist transitions elsewhere. Washington should take the initiative and establish a 

new diplomatic and economic modus vivendi with Havana. 



The Rise of Mexico’s Self-Defense Forces  

 

Author - Patricio Asfura-Heim 

Abstract- 

Across Mexico, the lawlessness and carnage of the drug wars have given rise to scores of 

local self-defense forces aiming to defend their communities. The federal government 

may be tempted to disband and disarm these armed vigilantes, but until it can shape up its 

security sector, the local groups offer an imperfect but acceptable alternative. 
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Why democracy struggles: Thailand's elite coup culture  

Author- Nicholas Farrelly 

Abstract- 

Since the revolution of 1932 that ended absolute monarchy, Thailand has experienced 

sporadic military interventions, with 19 coups and coup attempts over those decades. This 

article explains these military interventions by emphasising the cultural aspects of Thai 

coup-making at the elite level. Concretely, the article shows that episodic military 

interventionism—supported by significant and persistent military influence in politics—is 

now part of a distinctive elite coup culture. In contrast to other so-called ‘coup-prone’ 

states, Thailand has largely accommodated military interventionism, especially by 

accepting the defence of the monarchy as a justification for toppling elected 

governments. Thailand's reluctance to redemocratise, and the haphazardness of the 

resulting institutional configurations, suggests that Thailand's elite—and, to some extent, 

the public as well—have deeply internalised the ultimate acceptability of coups. The test 

of this arrangement may come with the end of King Bhumibol Adulyadej's reign and the 

potential realignment of military influence in Thai society. 

Discipline without democracy: military dominance in post-colonial Burma  

Author- Nicholas Farrelly 

Abstract- 

After five decades in which military dominance defined post-colonial politics, Burma has 

recently embarked on a long-delayed process of political reform. The gradual 



democratisation of the country's political institutions has meant that the history of its two 

twentieth-century coups is increasingly overlooked. This article presents a focused study 

of military interventionism in Burma and offers explanations for the successful 

entrenchment of military rule. The mindset of the military leadership and its success at 

sidelining opponents is explored alongside a preliminary consideration of the role that 

international support has played. Crucially, military leaders have been exasperated by 

what they consider feeble (and foreign-controlled) civilian authorities that have been 

incapable of preventing national fragmentation.  
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The First China Watchers: British Intelligence Officers in China, 1878–1900 

Author- Eric Setzekorn 

Abstract- 

In 1878, Britain developed the first systematic intelligence collection and analysis of 

China by a Western nation. Undertaken in response to intelligence failure and military 

defeat, the British Army in India established an intelligence section in Beijing using small 

numbers of Chinese-speaking British military officers. Their reports reveal their struggles 

to understand a culture and government radically different than their own and express a 

strong respect for Chinese military capabilities. The intelligence reports produced are a 

unique window into British history, intelligence practices and Chinese strategic thinking. 

The Impact of a High-Tech Spy 

Author- Petter Wulff* 

Abstract- 

Air Force colonel Stig Wennerström was the most dangerous spy to Sweden in the Cold 

War era. His espionage was found to have been especially crippling to the Swedish air 

defence and its high-tech systems. That is where repair work was seen to be most urgent. 

As the politicians turned down appeals for extra funding, it was up to the military system 

itself to handle the situation. In spite of this, the Supreme Commander appears not to 

have pressed for Air Force priority to repair resources. The service's proportion of the 

defence budget did not increase, and other quantitative and qualitative evidence points to 

a similar lack of Air Force priority. Three theoretical approaches are used to explain how 

this failure to act could have come about. A rationality model is discussed and compared 

to an organizational competition approach and to an approach based on the character of 

key individuals. 
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The 1983 Nuclear Crisis  

Author- Dmitry Dima Adamsky 

Abstract- 

This article distills insights for the scholarship of deterrence by examining the 1983 

nuclear crisis – the moment of maximum danger of the late Cold War. Important 

contributions notwithstanding, our understanding of this episode still has caveats, and a 

significant pool of theoretical lessons for strategic studies remain to be learned. Utilizing 

newly available sources, this article suggests an alternative interpretation of Soviet and 

US conduct. It argues that the then US deterrence strategy almost produced Soviet 

nuclear overreaction by nearly turning a NATO exercise into a prelude to a preventive 

Soviet attack. Building on historical findings, this article offers insights about a 

mechanism for deterrence effectiveness evaluation, recommends establishing a structure 

responsible for this endeavor, and introduces a new theoretical term to the strategic 

studies lexicon – a ‘culminating point of deterrence’. 

Offensive Cyber Weapons: Construction, Development, and Employment 

Author- Dale Peterson 

Abstract- 

Deploying cyber weapons to damage Industrial Control Systems (ICS) is relatively easy 

because such systems are insecure by design. Maintaining communication with an 

activated cyber weapon, and ensuring its persistence, is harder but feasible. 
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The status of Arabic in the discourse of Israeli policymakers 

Author- Dafna Yitzhaki 

Abstract- 

This article examines public official discourse concerning the position of Arabic in Israel 

through an analysis of the multifaceted way in which the status of ‘official language’ is 

interpreted. The claim here is that no fewer than four distinct positions regarding the role 



of Arabic in Israel can be identified: (1) the ‘absolute equality’ position; (2) the ‘de jure 

equality’ position; (3) the ‘hierarchy’ position; and (4) the ‘Hebrew-only’ position. The 

legitimacy of the four positions is examined in the light of several draft proposals of an 

Israeli constitution. The analysis indicates that the first two positions are ignored and only 

the ‘Hebrew-only’ and ‘hierarchy’ position find expression in Jewish public discourse. 

Israeli stamps 1948–2010: between nationalism and cosmopolitanism 

Author- Einat Lachover 

Abstract- 

An examination of 1012 stamps issued by Israel from May 1948 to June 2010 reveals a 

degree of fluctuation between national and cosmopolitan themes, with a significant rise 

towards cosmopolitanism in the second decade and an increase in nationalism in the 

third. Cosmopolitan themes again showed modest growth in the fourth decade, and have 

been rising steadily, if moderately, since 1988. The findings suggest that Israeli stamp 

issues constitute an arena of dynamic contention between the desire to maintain a 

particular national Israeli identity, and the desire to promote a worldview based on 

universal values. 

 

 

 

 


