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Decolonizing International Relations: Perspectives from Latin America 

Author- LUCY TAYLOR 

Abstract- 

This article joins a growing chorus of voices aiming to decolonize International Relations (IR). It 

argues that the location of Latin America is ideally placed to bring a significant critique of IR 

because of its intimate relationship to one of the conventional IR’s key protagonists: the USA. 

The analysis involves thinking about the USA from a historical and theoretical position in Latin 

America, exploring the always intimate relationship between the two. It draws its inspiration 

particularly from Latin American theorization of the “coloniality of power” and explores two 

decolonial strategies: thinking about the emergence of a globally powerful USA through 

coloniality theorizing and examining the political possibilities of “border thinking” and 

“diversality” within the “colonial difference” for a decolonial IR.  

 

Military Competition and the Emergence of Nationalism 

Author- BURAK KADERCAN 

Abstract- 

This essay aims to make a contribution to the conversation between IR and nationalism literatures 

by considering a particular question: What is the relationship between interstate military 

competition and the emergence of nationalism as a potent force in world politics? The 

conventional wisdom among international security scholars, especially neorealists, holds that 

nationalism can be more or less treated like a “technology” that allowed states to extract 

significant resources as well as manpower from their respective populations. This paper 

underlines some of the problems involved with this perspective and pushes forward an 

interpretation that is based on the logic of political survival. I argue that nationalism’s emergence 

as a powerful force in world politics followed from the “mutation” and absorption of the 

universalistic/cosmopolitan republican ideas that gained temporary primacy in Europe during the 

eighteenth century into particularistic nationalist ideologies.  
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Tracking the Predators: Evaluating the US Drone Campaign in Pakistan 

Author- Avery Plaw 

Abstract- 

This article examines the strategic wisdom of the US Predator drone campaign in Pakistan, 

particularly in light of the dramatic expansion in the number of strikes that has occurred under the 

Obama administration. First, it examines whether there is a compelling rationale for any drone 

strikes in Pakistan by evaluating the justification advanced by US authorities and the three main 

criticisms that have been leveled against the campaign. With the help of an original database of 

drone strikes and their effects compiled by the authors of the article, it shows that the criticisms 

lack merit and that some strikes may be justified in principle. Second, it turns to the reasons 

explaining the dramatic increase in strikes over the past 2 years. On examination, it finds that the 

arguments supporting the expansion of the campaign are forceful but not necessarily decisive. In 

the third section it considers some objections to an expanded campaign. Finally, in the closing 

section, it weighs these considerations against the points favoring the expansion of the drone 

strikes. The article ends with the conclusion that on balance it would be prudent to shift back 

towards a more narrowly focused campaign concentrating on al-Qaeda, the Afghan Taliban and 

only leaders of the Pakistani Taliban. 

Cuba Study Abroad: A Pedagogical Tool for Reconstructing American National 

Identity 

Author- Hollis France 

Abstract- 

In an attempt to meet the goal of internationalizing the curriculum and equipping students for the 

twenty-first century and beyond, schools have engaged themselves in a myriad of study abroad 

programs. These programs, in keeping with many of these schools' missions, are intended to 

encircle students with a more critical global awareness. While study abroad programs are 

promoted as self-identity discovery tools, through which students can construct new national 

identities that transcend national borders, this paper, based on interviews conducted with College 

of Charleston students who studied in Cuba during spring 2007 and 2009 semesters, explores the 



relationship between the study abroad experience and identity formation. We argue that these 

encounters not only allow students to interrogate what it means to “be American” beyond the 

emotional, physical, and intellectual bounds of the United States, but also how their previous 

conceptions of self and nation can strengthen, not contradict, a global context. 
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Beyond Informal Citizenship: The New Moral Economy of Migrant Illegality 

Author- Sébastien Chauvin 

Abstract- 

Over the past decades, citizenship studies have explored in detail the various forms of social and 

civic integration achieved by otherwise illegal residents in contemporary immigration countries. 

While a great deal of analysis has tended to rest on a dichotomy between formal exclusion on the 

one hand and informal incorporation on the other, recent studies have begun questioning this 

dualistic model by examining the formal circuits of incorporation followed by unauthorized 

denizens at various geographical and institutional levels. Taking cues from this emerging line of 

research, this article makes three interconnected arguments. First, in contemporary liberal 

democracies, the rising tension between the illegal status of new immigrants and their limited but 

effective incorporation does not always pit formal law against informal practices, but is often 

located within law itself. Second, as a dynamic institutional nexus, “illegality” does not function 

as an absolute marker of illegitimacy, but rather as a handicap within a continuum of probationary 

citizenship. An incipient moral economy sees irregular migrants accumulating official and 

semiofficial proofs of presence, certificates of reliable conduct and other formal emblems of good 

citizenship, whether in the name of civic honor, in the hope of lesser deportability, or in view of 

future legalization. Third, such access to formal civic attributes is simultaneously being made 

increasingly difficult by the intensification of restrictions and controls from immigration, labor, 

and welfare authorities, thus confronting irregular migrants with the harsh dilemma of being 

framed as “more illegal” for the very documentary and economic features also assumed to 

improve their present and prospective civic deservingness. 



Normalization and Legislative Exceptionalism 

Author- Andrew W. Neal 

Abstract- 

This article analyzes counterterrorist lawmaking as an instance of security politics. It 

does so through archival parliamentary analysis of British counterterrorism legislation at 

three different times: in the wake of a perceived security emergency (2001); when the 

impact of an emergency is fading (2008); and when there is no emergency (2000). The 

findings show that over time, legislative exceptions and emergencies become normalized. 

By taking a parliamentary, legislative, and historical perspective, the article also 

challenges some of the assumptions of the exceptionalism debate. 

 

Studies in Conflict & Terrorism 

Volume 35, Issue 12, 2012 

 

Perceptions of the “Arab Spring” Within the Salafi-Jihadi Movement 

Author- Tara Vassefi 

Abstract- 

This article provides a detailed examination of how the Salafi-jihadi movement perceives the 

“Arab Spring” revolutionary events. Although Western scholars almost unanimously agree that 

these events will have an enormous impact on Al Qaeda and other groups that share its ideology, 

the voice of the jihadis has not been examined in detail. This article addresses this critical gap in 

the literature through an analysis of 101 significant documents produced by jihadi thinkers within 

a year following the movement's very first statement on the uprising in Tunisia. These include 

statements released by jihadi spokesmen, interviews with the movement's intellectual leaders, and 

discussions on jihadi Web forums. The article concludes that Al Qaeda and the jihadi movement 

largely believe that the uprisings provide them a great deal of new opportunities, and outlines the 

movement's developing strategy to capitalize on rapidly changing events on the ground. 

Estimating the Duration of Jihadi Terror Plots in the United States 

Author- Edward H. Kaplan 

Abstract- 

The number of ongoing terror plots increases with the duration of time from plot initiation until 

plot execution or interdiction (whichever comes first), yet no estimate of the probability 

distribution governing terror plot duration has appeared in the open literature. To remedy this gap, 



jihadi terror plots in the United States were identified from terrorism-related indictments that 

occurred between 11 September 2001 and 30 June 2011 in addition to successful attacks. From a 

review of indictments, affidavits, and other publicly available information, it was possible to 

identify lower and upper bounds for the initiation date of the plot in question as well as the ending 

date corresponding to either the arrest of the suspect(s) eventually convicted or an 

attempted/actual act of terror. These observations enable estimation of the duration distribution of 

jihadi terror plots in the United States accounting for the censoring and truncation effects inherent 

with these data (technical details appear in the Appendix). The estimated mean plot duration 

equals 270 days (standard error of mean 40 days), while 95 percent of all plots are estimated to 

fall between 33 and 750 days. These estimates suggest that on average, approximately three 

ongoing terror plots have been active in the United States at any point since 11 September 2001. 
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More Combatant Groups, More Terror 

Author- Joseph K. Young 

Abstract- 

We examine and test the logic that outbidding among insurgent groups results in more 

suicide terrorism specifically and more terrorism of any type, which has become a 

popular argument in recent years. A global analysis of terrorism from 1970–2004 

provides scant support for the notion that outbidding increases suicide terrorism. An 

extension of the argument to all types of terrorist attacks provides even less support. The 

logic of outbidding has received considerable attention in academic and policy circles in 

recent years. 

Political Violence and the Illicit Economies of West Africa 

Author- Vanda Felbab-Brown 

Abstract- 

This comparative analysis draws on field research in several West African countries to 

illustrate the dynamic relationships between political violence and organized crime in this 

sub-region. These relationships are often transactional, and almost always on a temporary 

basis. While some alliances of convenience may be forged, in other cases an adversarial 

relationship exists between organized crime and terrorist networks. In some cases, key 

actors within West African governments have benefited from these relationships. We 

then examine recent policies and strategies pursued by the U.S. and the international 

community that, in the name of combating terrorism, seek to constrain the illicit 



economies of the region, but in doing so may do more harm than good. The article 

concludes with some policy recommendations based on this analysis. 
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The Life of the Party  

Author-Eric X. Li  

Abstract- 

In the next decade, China will continue to rise, not fade. Its leaders will consolidate the 

one-party model and, in the process, challenge the West’s smug certainty about political 

development and the inevitable march toward electoral democracy. 

 

Democratize or Die  

Author- Yasheng Huang  

Abstract- 

Li is far too confident in the benefits of Chinese authoritarianism. So far, what has held 

China back is not any lack of demand for democracy, but a lack of supply. That gap 

should start to close over the next ten years. 

The End of the Age of Petraeus  

Author- Fred Kaplan  

Abstract- 

The United States' approach to counterinsurgency, championed by General David 

Petraeus, helped produce stunning results in parts of Iraq and Afghanistan. In retrospect, 

however, the fuss over the doctrine seems overblown. It achieved mere tactical successes 

and only in combination with other, non-military factors. 

 



Contemporary Security Policy 

Volume 33, Issue 3, 2012 

 

American Exceptionalism and President Obama's Call for Abolition of Nuclear Weapons 

Author- Andrew Butfoy 

Abstract- 

President Obama came to office promising to make abolition of nuclear weapons a central policy 

goal. Conventional explanations for the arguably poor progress made here (explanations which 

focus on political and bureaucratic processes) fail to capture an important part of the story. This is 

that the president comes from a political tradition marked by exceptionalist assumptions. This 

tradition encompasses a distinctly American attempt to converge idealism and realism; it seeks 

change, but also constrains aspirations within conservative limits. His conception of 

exceptionalism is based on a presumption of American moral leadership integrated with a 

requirement for continued American strategic primacy. As a result, his view of abolition requires 

global acceptance of American conventional military superiority, reinforcing doubts about the 

vision's prospects. 

Turkish Nuclear Security after Iranian Nuclearization 

Author- Nurşin Ateşoğlu Güney 

Abstract- 

If the international community cannot dissuade Iran from becoming either a nuclear threshold 

country or an explicit nuclear power, then the manner in which deterrence is extended is of 

utmost importance to Turkish security. Turkish security will ultimately be damaged by Iranian 

attempts to acquire a nuclear bomb. The credibility of extended deterrence will surely be the key 

factor in averting regional decisions to opt for nuclear status in the face of a likely threshold 

nuclear Tehran. Current proposals regarding missile defence and precision guided weapons as 

optimum tools of deterrence fall short as alternatives compared with a credible reliable nuclear 

deterrence. So as long as NATO maintains a credible mix of nuclear and conventional means of 

deterrence, and guarantees allied security via strengthened extended assurance, Turkey will be 

comfortable when confronted with new nuclear states in its region. Ankara's likely response is 

expected to favour strengthening security relations with the Euro-Atlantic community and 

seeking to bolster the American/NATO security guarantee, rather than decoupling from the 

alliance. As long as American/NATO extended deterrence is adapted to the new conditions and 

continuity is assured, a Turkish decision to decouple from the Western alliance or opt for its own 

individual nuclear capability remains only a distant possibility. 
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Escaping history or merely rewriting it? The significance of Kashmir's accession to its 

political future 

Author- Matthew J. Webb 

Abstract- 

This article examines the case for Jammu and Kashmir's independence from India as a matter of 

remedial justice within the context of a moral right to secede premised upon the circumstances of 

the state's 1947 inclusion within the Indian union. Principles of remedial justice are defended as a 

suitable basis for adjudicating rival claims to sovereignty and negotiating secessionist disputes. 

The case for Kashmir's secession as a matter of remedial justice is then investigated with 

reference to the claims that India attempted to seize the former princely state by force and 

reneged on the promise of a plebiscite to ratify its sovereignty. This article argues that, while a 

contractual understanding of these claims might yield a coherent explication of a right to secede, 

this would not include a right to independent statehood and should be rejected because of the 

corollary that Dogra rule was morally legitimate. By contrast, the state's right to secede might be 

justified by reference to the claim that the events of accession violated its inhabitants' rights to 

popular sovereignty and self-determination. However, while offering a more plausible account of 

a right of secession, such a justification would not be a specifically remedial one and would fail to 

include many of the benefits of a remedial right. Consequently, we need to look beyond the 

historical events surrounding the state's accession as the basis for reconciling competing claims 

regarding Kashmir's rightful political status within a framework of remedial justice. 

 

China's self-defeating tactics in Nepal 

Author- Jeffrey Reeves 

Abstract- 

China's use of coercion and its myopic focus on Tibetan issues in Nepal are undermining 

Nepalese public support for China's involvement in Nepal. If China desires continued, 

constructive contact with Nepal, it must alter its foreign policy approach accordingly. Yet 

all indications suggest that China will continue with its status quo policies toward Nepal 

in the near and medium term. This suggests that China's relations with Nepal will become 

more complicated in the future. 
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Unequal New Democracies in East Asia 

Author- Eunju Chi 

Abstract- 

This paper explores the growing trend in income inequality in Korea and Taiwan. The 

two recent East Asian democracies have witnessed rising inequality since the 1990s but 

with cross-national differences. We find that market inequality is higher in Taiwan than 

in Korea, yet the Taiwan government’s efforts to reduce this disparity are stronger than 

similar moves in Korea. By applying the logic of economic, social, and political effects, 

we find both similar trends and divergent paths in the politics of inequality in the two 

countries. 

 

A Comparison of Chinese, Indian, and Japanese Perceptions of Energy Security 

Author- Benjamin K. Sovacool 

Abstract- 

This study explores how Asian energy security issues are perceived in China, India, and 

Japan. It investigates perceptions of 16 energy security challenges drawn from an 

extensive survey, as well as how such conceptions differ between Asian energy 

consumers and across these dimensions of energy security. 
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Britain's Great Security Mirage: The Royal Navy and the Franco-Russian Naval 
Threat, 1898–1906 

Author- Matthew S. Seligmann 



Abstract- 

This article focuses on the relationship between the threat perception analyses of the British 

Admiralty and the strategic orientation of the Royal Navy at the outset of the twentieth century. 

The current view is that this was an era when fear of France and Russia drove British naval 

policy. However, as this article will show, Britain's Naval Intelligence Department formed a low 

opinion of French and Russian naval capabilities at this time and this negative evaluation exerted 

considerable influence over decision making. The belief that, owing to multiple qualitative 

deficiencies, these powers could definitely be beaten in battle lessened the standing of the Franco-

Russian naval challenge and freed the Admiralty to consider the danger posed by other possible 

enemies, most notably Germany. 

 

China's Military Procurement and Its Operational Implications: 

 

Author- Zhang Yunzhuang 

Abstract- 

This article is a response to Evron's argument, offering readers another perspective to assess 

China's military modernization and war fighting capabilities, using the same framework and 

methodology. It examines three topics: China's national security and military strategy, the PLA's 

procurement decision-making process, and China's military support and mobilization system. It 

concludes that, China's military modernization is to fight and win local wars under the conditions 

of informatization, but if required the PLA can reliably supply large numbers of sophisticated 

weapons and spare parts, to wage a complex and prolonged conflict. 

 

Intelligence & National Security 

Volume 27, Issue 6, 2012 

 

British Security Liaison in the Middle East 

Author- Chikara Hashimoto 

Abstract- 

Using newly released and previously unexploited records, this article explores the existence of 

Anglo-Arab secret liaison and cooperation in instituting anti-communist measures in the early 

Cold War. It shows that owing to their concern about a war against the Soviet Union, the placing 

of a British security/police adviser in specific countries was the preferred method by Britain for 

checking and combatting communism in the Middle East. It argues that the development of the 

‘anti-communist triangle’ (the security liaison between Lebanon, Iraq and Jordan) was largely 

influenced by British concern about the expansion of communist influence. Moreover, the 

expansion of British influence in the region also converged with the demands from Middle 

Eastern countries for a British expert in anti-communist measures. The article implies the 

importance of the role of secret liaison in historical enquiries. 



Assessing Uncertainty in Intelligence 

Author- Jeffrey A. Friedman 

Abstract- 

This article addresses the challenge of managing uncertainty when producing estimative 

intelligence. Much of the theory and practice of estimative intelligence aims to eliminate or 

reduce uncertainty, but this is often impossible or infeasible. This article instead argues that the 

goal of estimative intelligence should be to assess uncertainty. By drawing on a body of nearly 

400 declassified National Intelligence Estimates as well as prominent texts on analytic tradecraft, 

this article argues that current tradecraft methods attempt to eliminate uncertainty in ways that 

can impede the accuracy, clarity, and utility of estimative intelligence. By contrast, a focus on 

assessing uncertainty suggests solutions to these problems and provides a promising analytic 

framework for thinking about estimative intelligence in general. 

 

 

 

 

 


