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Radicalization of Homegrown Sunni Militants in the United States
Author-Scott Matthew Kleinmann
Abstract

Are the mechanisms and processes that lead to radicalization different for Muslim converts and
non-converts in the United States? While many scholars attempt to explain why people violently
radicalize, the theories are diverse and most treat converts and non-converts the same. This study
answers this question by categorizing the many radicalization theories into three levels of analysis
so that cases of radicalization can be analyzed across and within disciplines. Out of 83 cases
studies, individual-level factors are more prevalent among converts than non-converts. Grouplevel processes similarly affect both groups. Mass-level mechanisms are not significant factors in
radicalization.
Australian Neo-Jihadist Terrorism
Author- Shandon Harris-Hogan
Abstract
This article contributes toward the growing literature on social network analysis and terrorism
studies through an examination of the Australian neo-jihadist network. The focus is on measuring
how large the Australian neo-jihadist network is and uncovering how connected individuals
within the network are. A detailed social network analysis of the Melbourne cell arrested in 2005
under Operation Pendennis is then undertaken. The study primarily uses Listening Device and
Telephone Intercept transcripts to analyze how the cell was structured, operated, and how
individuals within the group interacted. It is hoped that this work will contribute toward a more
detailed understanding of the neo-jihadist phenomenon in Australia.

Foreign Affairs
Volume 91, Number 3, May/June 2012

Scoring Obama's Foreign Policy
Author- Michael E. O'Hanlon
Abstract

The Obama administration’s foreign policy has tried to reconcile the president’s lofty
vision with his innate realism and political caution. And given the domestic and global
situations Obama has faced, pragmatism has dominated. Judged by the standard of
protecting U.S. interests, things have worked out quite well; judged by the standard of
midwifing a new global order, they remain a work in progress.
Botching the Bomb
Author-Jacques E. C. Hymans
Abstract

Nuclear weapons are hard to build for managerial reasons, not technical ones. This is why
so few authoritarian regimes have succeeded: they don’t have the right culture or
institutions. When it comes to Iran’s program, then, the United States and its allies should
get out of the way and let Iran’s worst enemies -- its own leaders -- gum up the process
on their own.
Europe After the Crisis
Author-Andrew Moravcsik
Abstract

As Europe emerges from economic crisis, a larger challenge remains: finally turning the
eurozone into an optimal currency area, with economies similar enough to sustain a
single monetary policy. Getting there will be difficult and expensive, but the future of
European integration hangs in the balance.

International Affairs
Volume 88, Issue 3, May 2012

Emerging powers, North–South relations and global climate politics
Author- SANDEEP SENGUPTA

Abstract

There is a widespread perception that power is shifting in global politics and that
emerging powers are assuming a more prominent, active and important role. This article
examines the role of emerging powers such as China, India, Brazil and South Africa
(BASIC) in climate change politics and the extent to which their rise makes the already
difficult problem of climate change still more intractable—due to their rapid economic
development, growing power-political ambitions, rising greenhouse gas emissions and
apparent unwillingness to accept global environmental ‘responsibility’. By reviewing the
developments in global climate politics between the 1992 Rio Earth Summit and Rio+20,
this article unsettles the image of a clear shift in power, stressing instead the complexity
of the changes that have taken place at the level of international bargaining as well as at
the domestic and transnational levels. Within this picture, it is important not to
overestimate the shifts in power that have taken place, or to underplay the continued
relevance of understanding climate change within the North–South frame. Emerging
powers will certainly remain at the top table of climate change negotiations, but their
capacity actively to shape the agenda has been limited and has, in some respects,
declined. Even though emerging powers have initiated and offered greater action on
climate change, both internationally and domestically, they have been unable to compel
the industrialized world to take more serious action on this issue, or to stop them from
unpicking several of the key elements and understandings of the original Rio deal. At the
same time, developing world coalitions on climate change have also fragmented, raising
questions about the continued potency of the ‘global South’ in future climate politics.
Institutional design and UNEP reform
Author- MARIA IVANOVA
Abstract
The global environmental governance architecture is set to undergo major reforms, with
the main decisions on reform to be taken at the June 2012 Rio+20 UN Conference on
Sustainable Development. Discussions on reform have focused on whether the United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) should retain its institutional status as a
subsidiary body of the UN General Assembly, or be transformed into a specialized
agency—a World Environment Organization—of the UN. The choice of institutional form,
however, cannot be made without reference to both the needs of global environmental
governance, and the factors impeding the effectiveness of the current governance
architecture. This article takes a historical perspective, highlighting the similarity between
the current debate on institutional form, function and financing; and the choices that the
original designers of the governance architecture made 40 years ago. The fundamental

global environmental problems and the functions of effective global environmental
governance, though evolving, have remained largely unchanged. The historical reasons
for creating UNEP as it is currently formed thus remain valid today, and provide useful
analytical input to the current debate. This article further argues that the reasons for
UNEP's shortcomings have little inherent connection to its institutional form, and cannot
be resolved simply by a change in status. Deeper, yet probably easier to accomplish,
reforms should focus on enabling UNEP to fulfill its intended role as an effective anchor
institution for the global environmental governance architecture

International Studies Perspectives
Volume 13, Issue 1,February 2012

Obama and Sustainable Democracy Promotion
Author-Eric Patterson
Abstract
Barack Obama consistently has called upon the US to support what he calls “sustainable
democracy.” Such a commitment to promoting democracy abroad is a common theme among
postwar American presidents, but often there are disconnects between America’s ideals and
interests as well as between the rhetoric and actual concrete action. This paper introduces
democracy promotion activities in recent US history, then turns to the words and deeds of
candidate and now, President Obama and his administration. In short, the Obama administration’s
first year in office has been marked by grand rhetoric, general continuity with the previous
administration in democracy funding, but a lack of policy coherence and leadership on these
issues. The paper concludes with a series of lessons and recommendations for the Obama
administration on sustaining democracy worldwide gleaned from the shortcomings of the Bush
administration.
The Obama Presidency and US Foreign Policy
Author- David Skidmore
Abstract

Expectations that the presidential transition from George W. Bush to Barack Obama
would produce a multilateralist turn in American foreign policy have thus far proven

misplaced. This is largely because the strategic environment of the post-Cold War era
places structural constraints on the ability of any US president, of whatever ideological
leanings, to pursue a consistently multilateralist foreign policy. Internationally, the
absence of a shared great power threat has undermined the institutional bargain between
the United States and allied states, thus rendering the terms of multilateral cooperation
more difficult to agree upon. At home, the end of the Cold War has undermined
presidential authority and empowered veto players whose interests are threatened by
multilateral commitments. Nevertheless, structure is not destiny. Understanding the
sources of political constraint can suggest strategies for overcoming or bypassing such
obstacles to multilateral engagement in US foreign policy. A president who wishes to
exercise multilateral leadership abroad must seek to renegotiate the terms of US
engagement with international institutions while fashioning a compelling rationale that
mobilizes public support at home.

Foreign Policy Analysis
Volume 8, Issue 2, April 2012

Democratic Instability: Democratic Consolidation, National Identity, and Security
Dynamics in East Asia
Author-Il Hyun Cho
Abstract
During his tenure, President George W. Bush touted the East Asian democratic experience as a
positive model for democratization in the Middle East. Contrary to the premise of democracy
leading to regional stability, however, East Asian democracies in the past decade have often
become a source of regional instability. Based on a comparative analysis of political
developments in Taiwan, Japan, and South Korea, this paper explores the foreign policy behavior
of East Asian democracies and assesses the overall impact on regional security dynamics.
Specifically, I argue that incomplete democratic consolidation, combined with the political
salience of national identity, sparked a process of acute intergroup competition among domestic
political actors. As a result, the foreign policy orientation of the three East Asian democracies
became belligerent, thereby unnecessarily increasing regional tensions.
Honor and The Performance of Roman State Identity

Author- Vittorio Nicholas Galasso

Abstract
Are the personal identities of elite decision makers a domestic source of state identity?
This article explores this question and reveals how state identity was produced in the
Roman world system during the early Principate.† The argument advanced proposes the
Roman world was ensconced by a metavalue of honor that significantly shaped the
personal identities of Rome’s aristocratic decision-making classes. Competition for honor
subsumed aristocratic life and shaped not only the personal identities of the elite, but also
the persona of the Roman state. The Romans extrapolated their psychological framework,
in which the stratification of domestic society rested on personal identities of honor, to
their outlook on foreign policy. Akin to their domestic lives, those executing foreign
policy conceptualized Rome as engaged in a status competition for honor with the
polities existing its world system. Preserving and enhancing one’s honor relative to others
was fundamental in domestic life, and this was also the state’s primary objective in
relation to all others. The identity of the Roman state, therefore, was an aggressive status
seeker.
Journal of Strategic Studies
Volume 35, Issue 2, 2012

China's Global Equity Oil Investments
Author-Wojtek M. Wolfe
Abstract
In this article, we construct and analyze an original database of overseas Chinese equity oil
investments (EOI) in order to assess the relative importance of economic and geopolitical factors
in determining the type of countries that are most likely to receive those investments. We find
that China's national oil companies (NOCs) choose to make considerable investments in certain
oil rich countries while ignoring others. We develop and examine ‘economic opportunity’ and
‘geopolitical relevance’ explanations of Chinese EOI. The economic explanation assumes that
Chinese oil companies operate autonomously despite the fact that they are state owned, and that
they seek international experience in countries offering less competition but more risk. The
geopolitical explanation suggests that Chinese equity oil investments are developed and
coordinated by the central government as part of a geopolitical strategy that is designed to bypass
the so-called ‘Malacca Dilemma’ and deepen security ties with oil-rich states through the conduct
of oil diplomacy. We argue that Chinese EOI tends to reflect both corporate interests and
government priorities, and that it generates more liabilities rather than benefits for China.

The Strategic Use of Soft Balancing: The Normative Dimensions of the Chinese–
Russian ‘Strategic Partnership
Author- Chaka Ferguson
Abstract
This article examines Chinese and Russian foreign policy and military strategy from the
theoretical standpoint of soft balancing. Analysis of their thinking indicates that both seek to
offset US military superiority without engaging American power directly. To that end, Chinese
and Russian strategists have adopted ‘soft’ or ‘normative’ power assets as strategic capabilities in
their military and foreign policy. Alternative norms, such as the concept of ‘sovereign
democracy’, allow China and Russia to deliberately ignore human rights issues in order to
achieve diplomatic advantage with respect to the United States. The two powers have
institutionalized these norms within the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, which they use to
counterbalance US interests in Central Asia.

Terrorism & Political Violence
Volume 24, Issue 2, 2012

The Terrorism Debate Over Mexican Drug Trafficking Violence
Author-Phil Williams
Abstract
Violence in Mexico related to drug trafficking has expanded enormously, and observers have
begun using terms like terrorism, nacro-terrorism, and criminal insurgency to label the violence.
However, arguments that Mexico is the victim of growing terrorism are both exaggerated and
unconvincing. While there have been many murders of innocent civilians, these killings do not
seem to have been motivated by a political, ideological, or religious cause. This analysis seeks to
understand the nature of the expanding violence in Mexico. It starts from the premise that the
violence is a complex and multi-layered phenomenon with a variety of different rationales and
motivations. From this perspective, a pyramidal approach to the violence can be identified. At the
base of the pyramid is the notion of drug-related violence as the medium of rational strategic
competition in a highly lucrative illicit market. A second layer in the pyramid emphasizes
factionalism within the organizations as well as a process of contracting out for much of the
violence to youth gangs and specialists. And a third perspective on the violence puts less
emphasis on organizations and more on the degeneration of norms and inhibitions.

Terrorists Next Door? A Comparison of Mexican Drug Cartels and Middle Eastern
Terrorist Organizations
Author- Shawn Teresa Flanigan
Abstract
Drawing from interviews, surveys, and other forms of research conducted in Lebanon, Gaza and
the West Bank, and Mexico, this article compares Mexican cartels to Hamas and Hezbollah. The
similarities between them are striking: these are all by necessity territorially specific
organizations tied to relatively defined geographic locations, and have deep and sophisticated
relationships with the states within which they operate. However, there are critical differences
between Mexican drug cartels and Hamas and Hezbollah as well, the most important (according
to an analysis of multiple definitions of terrorism) being the presence of political and ideological
motivations. This analysis illustrates the conceptual challenges and classificational ambiguity
involved in analyzing terrorism and organized crime.

The British Journal of Politics & International Relations
Volume 14, Issue 2,:May 2012

Intergovernmental Relations in the UK
Author-Jim Gallagher
Abstract
This article provides a commentary on the evolution of intergovernmental relations in the
UK from one of its leading practitioners. As the former Director General for Devolution in
the UK Cabinet Office and the UK Ministry of Justice, Jim Gallagher was at the centre of
the process of intergovernmental exchange, and provides rich practice-based insights
into both the character and dynamics of IGR before and after 2007.
Intergovernmental Relations in Scotland
Author- Paul Cairney
Abstract
In Scotland, the formation of a minority government in 2007 by the Scottish National Party (SNP)
provided the potential for profound changes in intergovernmental relations. This followed eight
years of a Scottish Labour-led coalition government characterised by a low-key and informal
relationship with the UK Labour government. From 1999 to 2007, discussions were conducted

informally and almost entirely through political parties and executives (ministers and civil
servants). Although formal mechanisms for negotiation and dispute resolution existed—including
the courts, concordats and Joint Ministerial Committees—they were used rarely. The Scottish
Executive also played a minimal role in EU policy-making. Yet, an ‘explosive’ new era of
relations between the Scottish and UK governments did not arrive in tandem with the new era of
party incongruence. The aim of this article is to explore these issues by asking two main
questions: why were formal mechanisms used so rarely from 1999 to 2007, and what factors
produced muted rather than problematic IGR in the third parliamentary session, between 2007
and 2011?

Australian Journal of International Affairs
Volume 66, Issue 3, 2012

Democracy and world peace: the Kantian dilemma of United States foreign policy
Author- John Kane
Abstract
When liberal democracies pursue idealistic goals they invite accusations of naivety and
impracticality; if they act on strictly realistic premises they are accused of hypocrisy or betrayal
of ideals. The author explores the consequences of this idealism–realism dilemma using the
example of United States foreign policy and the particular case of Woodrow Wilson and the
Covenant of the League of Nations. The author examines its theoretical roots by analysing the
work of Immanuel Kant, who laid down the influential moral–political ideal of a democratic
peace but posited so stark a theoretical gulf between morality and politics as to make the ideal
seem unreachable. Kant tried to show how a world resistant to morality might nevertheless evolve
towards one in which moral action had real political effect—a necessary condition, he believed,
for an international federation of republics committed to peaceful coexistence. The implausibility
of his account reveals the problematic nature of the idealism–realism divide, but also, in its
attempt to bridge that divide, points the way towards a genuinely ethical–practical foreign policy
founded in political prudence.
The resilience of democratic institutions in Britain, Australia and the United States
under conditions of total war
Author- John E. Owens
Abstract
To what extent are democratic institutions resilient when nation states mobilise for war?
Normative and empirical political theorists have long argued that wars strengthen the executive

and threaten constitutional politics. In modern democracies, national assemblies are supposed to
hold the executive to account by demanding explanations for events and policies; and by
scrutinising, reviewing and, if necessary, revising legislative proposals intended to be binding on
the host society or policies that have been implemented already. This article examines the extent
to which the British and Australian parliaments and the United States Congress held their wartime
executives to account during World War II. The research finds that under conditions approaching
those of total war, these democratic institutions not only continued to exist, but also proved to be
resilient in representing public concerns and holding their executives to account, however
imperfectly and notwithstanding delegating huge powers. In consequence, executives—more so
British and Australian ministers than President Roosevelt—were required to be placatory as
institutional and political tensions within national assemblies and between assemblies and
executives continued, and assemblies often asserted themselves. In short, even under the most
onerous wartime conditions, democratic politics mattered and democratic institutions were
resilient.

Asian Survey
Vol. 52, No. 2, March/April 2012

Political Society, Civil Society, and the State in India
Author-Carolyn Elliott
Abstract
This article is an ethnography portraying the processual and performative dimensions of the 2009
state assembly election in Andhra Pradesh. It shows how upper castes have persisted in power in
a multicaste and increasingly democratic society through the distribution of welfare and
patronage benefits to more marginalized segments of society. Conceptually, it argues for the
importance of “political society” over “civil society,” when examining state-society relations in
neoliberal, democratic India.
Political Quotas in India
Author- Francesca Refsum Jensenius
Abstract
India has had political quotas for Scheduled Castes (SCs) since 1950. Using the 2004 National
Election Study, this paper finds that neither SCs nor non-SCs feel that their vote is more/less
efficacious living in SC constituencies. Yet, some evidence is found in this study that SCs are
approached for their vote more often in SC constituencies. Overall, this suggests that quotas are
neither associated with a strong positive reaction among SC voters nor a strong negative reaction
among non-SC voters.

International Affairs
Volume 88, Issue 1 January 2012

Russia's economic agenda to 2020
Author- Sergey Aleksashenko
Abstract
Since the disintegration of the Soviet Union the role of Russia in international relations has been
in flux—a reflection of its changing capacities, positions and interests. To a certain extent, this
variability has been defined by the Russian economy, which in the 1990s passed through a stage
of deep structural transformation and severe financial crisis, but which then benefited from a
period of fast and mainly stable economic growth in the first years of the twenty-first century.
Now, the serious economic decline as a result of the global crisis of 2008–2009 has been replaced
by an unstable and uncertain recovery.
From biodefence to biosecurity: the Obama administration's strategy for
countering biological threats
Author- Gregory D. Koblentz
Abstract
The Seventh Review Conference of the Biological Weapons Convention (BWC), the first
international treaty to outlaw an entire class of weapons, was held in Geneva in
December 2011. On 7 December, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton became the highestranking US government official to address a BWC meeting. Secretary Clinton told the
assembled delegation that ‘we view the risk of bioweapons attack as both a serious
national security challenge and a foreign policy priority’. At the same time, she warned
that a large-scale disease outbreak ‘could cripple an already fragile global economy’.
Secretary Clinton's speech reflected a new understanding that the range of biological
threats to international security has expanded from state-sponsored biological warfare
programmes to include biological terrorism, dual-use research and naturally occurring
infectious diseases such as pandemics. Recognizing these changes, President Barack
Obama released a new national strategy for countering biological threats in 2009. This
strategy represents a shift in thinking away from the George W. Bush administration's
focus on biodefence, which emphasized preparing for and responding to biological
weapon attacks, to the concept of biosecurity, which includes measures to prevent,
prepare for and respond to naturally occurring and man-made biological threats.

International Relations of the Asia Pacific
Volume 12 Issue 2 May 2012

China's rise and middle power democracies
Author-James Manicom
Abstract
Assessments of how international actors are responding to China's rise typically focus
on rival great powers or on China's Asian neighbors. In these cases, relative power,
geographic proximity, and regional institutions have conditioned relationships with
China. The relationship of China with the developing world has mainly been defined
by power asymmetry and the appeal of the Chinese governance model to
authoritarian regimes. Largely absent from this discussion is an understanding of
how Western middle power democracies are responding to China's rise. This article
compares how Canada and Australia – two Western democratic states with
prominent middle power foreign policy traditions – are responding to the rise of
China.

Japan's Middle East policy
Author- Yukiko Miyagi
Abstract
Japan's vital interests, both its energy security and US alliance, are at stake in the
Middle East. Change in Japan's Middle East policy is charted over three periods, from
a stance independent of the United States to one increasingly aligned with US policy.
This is explained in terms of four variables: level of US hegemony, threats in East
Asia, energy vulnerabilities in the Middle East, and normative change inside Japan.
Japan's policy in Middle East/North Africa reflects its general move toward a more
militarily enhanced version of mercantile realism.

Third World Quarterly
Volume 33, Issue 4, 2012

Imperial Modernity: history and global inequity in rising Asia
Author-David Ludden
Abstract

In the recently generalised historical coincidence of neoliberal free-market policy trends with
accelerating global economic growth and inequality, India and China stand out as world regions
with distinctive histories of imperial inequity. The rise of Asia shows that globalisation does not
work the same way everywhere. In Asia historical dynamics of imperial territorialism generate
inequities that fit global patterns through their absorption and mediation of capitalism. Economic
reforms that brought Asia into global leadership ranks express imperial forms of power, authority,
and inequity whose long histories need to be understood to make sense of Asia and global
capitalism today. This article focuses particularly on India.

China as an ‘Emerging Biotech Power
Author- Ayo Wahlberg
Abstract

Asia's dramatic entry on to the global biotech scene has not gone unnoticed by commentators and
social scientists. Countries like China, India, South Korea and Singapore have been identified as
‘emerging biotech powers’. Consequently scholars have begun examining the particularities of
how biotechnologies (eg stem cell science, genetic testing and reproductive medicine) have come
to be taken up and grounded in a variety of cultural, legal and socioeconomic contexts. They have
also examined how governments, scientists, clinicians and others have been engaged in efforts to
build up endogenous biotech sectors as a part of nation-building strategies. In this article, rather
than attempting to answer questions of what makes biotechnology particularly Asian, I will
instead investigate how demarcations and boundaries are mooted in global negotiations of what
constitutes ‘good’ biotechnology. The analysis is based on a collaborative project between
Chinese and European scientists and experts on the ethical governance of biomedical and
biological research.

Intelligence & National Security
Volume 27, Issue 2, 2012
Sparrow Mission: A US Intelligence Failure during World War II
Author-Zoltan Peterecz
Abstract

The article presents an intelligence case gone bad during the Second World War, when the United
States decided to drop a three-man OSS group into Hungary. Hungary, a close ally of Germany,
after seeing that the war was not going to end with an Axis victory, wished to seek contact with
the Western Allies in order to try to find a way out of its precarious situation. The study, based
mainly on archival research, shows the evolution of the Sparrow Mission, whose goals are still

unclear today. Both the preparations and the timing of the mission seem to indicate that the plan
had some influence on the German decision of occupying Hungary in March 1944, and such a
German move helped the Normandy landing of the Allies a few months later.
Intelligence Failures
Author- Mark A. Jensen
Abstract

Intelligence failures occur for more reasons than just sloppy tradecraft and are often attributable
to decision-makers as well as to the intelligence community. Before exploring the subjective
nature of intelligence failures, this article first discusses three foundational concepts underlying
them: process vs. product, fact vs. judgment, and prediction. It then outlines major components of
intelligence failures: accuracy, surprise, and the role of decision-makers, particularly unrealistic
expectations and the use or non-use of intelligence. The article concludes with a discussion of
what the intelligence community and decision-makers can do to deal with these three
components.

International Studies Perspectives
Volume 13, Issue 2,May 2012

Stop Telling Us How to Behave
Author-Charlotte Epstein
Abstract

In this paper, I use a phenomenon of resistance to a global norm as a catalyst to critically
re-examine the cognitive frames underpinning the use of the concept of socialization in
international relations. My critique, which adds to the now growing critique of
constructivism’s neglect of the role of power in the international system, is threefold.
First, socialization tends to be apprehended as a bettering of the socializee, because of an
implicit teleological assumption of change as progress. Second, the concept tends to
frame out the perspective of the socializee. Third and relatedly, it infantilizes the
socializee. I use the international politics of whaling to illustrate the practical and
conceptual effects of this infantilization of the socializee and specifically the ways it
curtails both policymaking and scholarly research.

No Amnesty from/for the International
Author- Megan MacKenzie
Abstract
The literature on norms is dominated by debates over the definition of norms, discussion of the
evolution of norms, norm diffusion, or norm implementation, and accounts of positive features
associated with norms such as cooperation, mutual understanding. This paper argues that “the
story” of international norms—or the dominant account of norms—is primarily a white, Western
version that assumes that norms emerge from equal exchanges and relationship between states,
denying the marked economic and political inequality between global actors and largely
disregarding the intense contestations and controls associated with norms. In turn, this paper is an
attempt to examine the tensions between so-called international norms and “local” norms and
practices as well as the power dynamics and economic constraints that influence so-called global
norms.

Parliamentary Affairs
Volume 65 Issue 2 April 2012

The Rudd Government's Rejection of an Australian Bill of Rights
Author-David Erdos
Abstract
Australia remains the only Western democratic country to lack a national bill of
rights. In April 2010, the Labor Government rejected the suggestion of the Brennan
Committee—which it itself had set up in 2008—that Australia adopt a statutory bill of
rights. This outcome resulted from the limitations of catalysing political trigger
coupled with the potent barrier of Australia's fragmented institutional structure.
Although the Brennan process was prompted by an ‘aversive’ reaction against the
policy outlook of the Howard era, this was much weaker than that which prompted
the bill of rights reform in the other ‘Westminster’ cases of New Zealand (1990) or
the UK (1998). Additionally, the reform efforts faced the potential opposition of a
powerful Senate and even possible separation of powers challenges under the
Australian Constitution.

Political Institutions, Engagement and Outreach
Author- Alistair Clark

Abstract
Democracies are faced increasingly with the challenge of engaging the public on the
assumption that such activity will lead to greater understanding of, and enhanced
trust in, political institutions. This is a particular difficulty for an institution such as
the Northern Ireland Assembly (NIA), established against the backdrop of a
historically divided society with high levels of political conflict and which has itself
been suspended on several occasions. This article reports the findings from the NIA's
first survey of public engagement, conducted as part of the Assembly's broader
engagement strategy. It provides a baseline against which future levels of
engagement can be judged. Moreover, it highlights a range of challenges that face
both the NIA and its Members of the Legislative Assembly if the Assembly is to
engage successfully with the public in the aftermath of the 2011 elections.

Security Dialogue
April 2012; 43 (2)

Anticipating emergencies: Technologies of preparedness and the matter of
security
Author-Peter Adey
Abstract

In this article, we examine contemporary ‘resilience’ through UK preparedness – an

apparatus of security enacted under the legal and organizational principles of UK Civil
Contingencies and civil protection legislation and practices. By examining the design,
practices and technologies that constitute the exercises performed within Civil
Contingencies, the article first suggests that the manner in which exercises have been
mobilized as examples of preparedness and apocalyptical imaginations of the
‘unthinkable’ should be understood within the highly specific societal and political
contexts that shape them. More substantially, the article then provides a nuanced
understanding of the life of the security assemblage through an in-depth analysis of the
exercise and its design, materials, play and contingent relations.

Preempting the next disaster
Author- Kevin Grove
Abstract

The 2007 launch of the Caribbean Catastrophic Risk Insurance Facility (CCRIF)
introduced a new mechanism of state security against the uncertainties of climate
change. Proponents argue that increasing the ability of member-states to finance
disaster recovery through catastrophe insurance mitigates the effects of increasingly
frequent and intense hurricanes and thus contributes to climate change adaptation. In
contrast, I offer a critical analysis of the CCRIF that draws out how it facilitates what I
call the ‘financialization of disaster management’. The introduction of financial logics
and techniques enables the state and capital to visualize a population’s self-organizing
adaptive capacity as both a threat to state-based forms of order and a value that can be
leveraged on capital markets as catastrophe risk. Leveraging enhances a state’s ability
to repair its critical infrastructure and preemptively negate undesirable adaptations.

